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REVIEW 
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HE Methodiſts are now become a Body ſo 

conſpicuous and numerous ; and their prin- 
ciples gain ground fo rapidly in every part of 
the Kingdom ; that were there no other Induce- 
ment to Inquiry ; Curioſity alone might prompt 
us to look into the Principles and Conduct of 
theſe people, and to examine, the means by 
which they have riſen to their preſent Gxeat- 
nels, and alſo by what Management they are 
ſupported, 


Ir highly becomes the Stateſ man to mark the 
progreſs of a People, who ſometime or other 
may have a conſiderable effect upon the body 


politic, It becomes the Religious man to ob- 
ſerve 


( 2 ) 
ſerve them; as the Intereſt of Religion is cer- 
tainly very much concerned. And the Philoſo- 
pher too, in an Inquiry of this Nature, may have 
an opportunity of tracing ſome of thoſe princi- 
ples, which have ſuch a powerful effect upon 
the human mand. | | 


Stvct the Inſtitution of the Jeſuits, we cannot 
meet with an Inſtance of ſuch a vaſt Body, ma- 
naged with ſo much Dexterity ; and Yielding fo 
perfect and compleat Obedience to the will of 
one man; a people ſcattered over the different 
parts of the Kingdom, differing often in every 
reſpect, in Education, Lemper, Intereſt, and 
habits of Life; yet all tractable, all ſubject to 
the Direction and Controul of him, who regu- 
lates this Mighty Machine, and turns it whither- 
ſoever he pleaſes. In this Condition, has this 
Body continued for a good Number of Years, 
ſpreading and increaſing, ſtriking out its Branch- 
es to the different quarters of the World : and 
during all this time, they have been affected with 
no material ſchiſm to endanger their Exiſtence, 


Lr us then enquire, firſt, into the Policy by 
which they have been raiſed, and are managed: 
ſecondly, into the Nature and Tendency of their 
Doctrines; and thirdly, into their Morals and 
the Service they do to Mankind. 


Tux firſt thing, which ſtrikes an obſerver, in 
this Inquiry into their Policy, is the accommoda- 
| ting 
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ting nature of their principles and Conduct. 
They become all things to all Men. The 
Methodiſts are a Singular Phœnomenon in the 
religious World. They ſtand up as a particular 
Sect, but, at the ſame time, receive into their 
Boſom, People of very different perſuaſions, all 
retaining their Original profeſſions. Their 
principles are neither liberal nor tolerant, and 
yet people, of the moſt Oppoſite ſentiments, 
unite in this Society. When the Reformers 
broke off from the Church of Rome, and when 
other Sectaries revolted from eſtabliſhed Church- 
es; their firſt ſtep was always to poſſeſs their 
followers with the, moſt irreconcilable Averſion 
to the Mother Churches, and, in a ſtubborn and 
headſtrong Humour, to tear aſunder all the ties, 
that formed the Original Connection. The con- 
ſequence was, the Spirit of Party broke forth; 
mutual antipathy took place; each ſide became 
armed with hatred and Jealouly; and every 
avenue was carefully guarded, on either ſide, 
againſt all future Intercourſe or Connection. 
uite different, and much more perſect has been 
the Policy of the Methodiſts, It has been dic- 
tated by a Sound head and a cool heart. Hur- 
ried on by no Violence of Zeal, they have ſtolen 
in upon the prejudices; and without alarming, 
have inſinuated themſelves into the hearts of 
Mankind. They are taught never to deſert (at 

leaſt nominally) their Original profeſſion : the 
frequent the Ordinances of their reſpettive Ori- 
2 Societies; they adhere to all their forms; 
ence living upon good Terms with their former 
B 2 Brethren, 
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Brethren, they have a free intercourſe and com- 
munion with all their Members; they have an 
opportunity of inſinuating themſelves into their 
Favour and good Graces; and by ſuperior pre- 
tentions to Religion they have a claim alſo upon 
their Reſpect. Here then are great advantages 
in making Proſelytes. The Reformers and the 
Sectaries, however ſincere and honeſt, certainly 
acted with too much Zeal and Bitterneſs, to gain 
followers; but the Methodiſts conduct them— 
ſelves with all the good management of the moſt 
able politicians. The hearts of the former, 
were too much intereſted to employ Addreſs, 
whilſt the latter ſap the foundation of their An- 
tagoniſts, without the declaration of Hoſtilities. 
By a profeſſed adherence to original Principles, 
they make the attack, without creating the Suf- 
picion of their deſign ; and hence the new Con- 
verts become inſenſibly transformed, without 
feeling the Shock that an immediate rupture 


would produce. Into this Body are collected 


people of all perſuaſions; and all their ſeveral 
ifterences are covered over with the broad 
Cloak of Methodiſm. They retain the features 
of their Original Societies; but theſe are ſo 
touched and modified, as to exhibit at the ſame 
time a reſemblance of that new and large Body 
into which they are now incorporated. At the ſta- 
ted regular times ſor Worſhip, they are at liberty 
to go where they pleaſe, and profeſs what they 
will; providing, only they be punctual at the 
uſual hours of their Society. On that Solemn 
Day, peculiarly ſet apart for Religious * ; 

oy elther 
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either from a good natured complaiſance, or 
perhaps from the principle of a ſeaſonable Poli- 
cy; they interfere with none of the Hours ap- 

ointed for the Church Service. With an af- 
fected Humility and an artful reſpect, they 
content themſelves with filling up the ſeveral 
Vecancies of that important Day. Thus none 
need abſent themlelves from their fervice, on 
the pretence of attending on other places of 
Worſhip ; and all are invited upon the plea, that 
to hear their Sermons, or their Prayers, is a much 
more eligible way of ſpending thoſe hours, than 
they can find any where Elle, 


Bur a Second Advantage, to which, the Me- 
thodiſts are indebted to their preſent pre-emi- 
nence, equally ſhews the good Policy of their 
Founder, and his extenſive acquaintance with 
human Nature. With a proper inſight into the 
human heart, he ſaw our natural Love of Variety, 
and the charms that novelty can produce ; and 
he has happily accommodated his Plan to theſe 
principles of Nature. In other Religious So- 
cieties, where the Service is performed by a ſta. 
ted and regular Paſtor, however eloquent He 
may be; ot whatever extenſive knowledge and 
painful Induſtry ; yet when once people become 
familiar with his manner, with his addreſs and 
his uſual train of preaching; He loſes many of 
thoſe attractions, which the charms of Novelty 
produce. They may regard him as a man ; they 
may honour him as a good example, and they 
may love him as a Friend; and on all thoſe ac. 

counts 
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Brethren, they have a free intercourſe and com- 
munion with all their Members; they have an 
opportunity of inſinuating themſelves into their 
Favour and good Graces; and by ſuperior pre— 
tentions to Religion they have a claim alſo upon 
their Reſpect. Here then are great advantages 
in making Proſelytes. The Reformers and the 
Sectaries, however ſincere and honeſt, certainly 
acted with too much Zeal and Bitterneſs, to gain 
followers; but the Methodiſts conduct them- 
ſelves with all the good management of the moſt 
able politicians, The hearts of the former, 
were too much intereſted to employ Addreſs, 
whilſt the latter ſap the foundation of their An- 
tagoniſts, without the declaration of Hoſtilities. 
By a profeſſed adherence to original Principles, 
they make the'attack, without creating the Suf- 
Picton of their deſign ; and hence the new Con- 
verts become inſenſibly transformed, without 
feeling the Shock that an immediate nupture 
would produce. Into this Body are collected 
people of all perſuaſions; and all their ſeveral 
ifferences are covered over with the broad 
Cloak of Methodiſm. They retain the features 
of their Original Societies; but theſe are ſo 
touched and modified, as to exhibit at the ſame 
time a reſemblance of that new and large Body 
into which they are now incorporated. At the ſta- 
ted regular times ſor Worſhip, they are at liberty 
to go where they pleaſe, and profeſs what they 
will; providing, only they be punctual at the 
uſual hours of their Society, On that Solemn 


Day, peculiarly ſet apart for Religious worſhip ; 
| either 
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either from a good natured complaiſance, or 
perhaps from the principle of a ſeaſonable Poli- 
cy ; they interfere with none of the Hours ap- 
ointed for the Church Service. With an af. 
fected Humility and an artful reſpect, they 
content themſelves with filling up the ſeveral 
Vecancies of that important Day. Thus none 
need abſent themſelves from their ſervice, on 
the pretence of attending on other places of 
Worſhip ; and all are invited upon the plea, that 
to hear their Sermons, or their Prayers, is a much 
more eligible way of ſpending thoſe hours, than 
they can find any where Elle, 


Burt a Second Advantage, to which, the Me- 
thodiſts are indebted to their preſent pre-emt- 
nence, equally ſhews the good Policy of their 
Founder, and his extenſive acquaintance with 
human Nature. With a proper inſight into the 
human heart, he ſaw our natural Love of Variety, 
and the charms that novelty can produce ; and 
he has happily accommodated his Plan to theſe 
principles of Nature. In other Religious So- 
cieties, where the Service is performed by a ſta. 
ted and regular Paſtor, however eloquent He 
may be; ot whatever extenſive knowledge and 
painful Induſtry ; yet when once people become 
familiar with his manner, with his addreſs and 
his uſual train of preaching; He loſes many of 
thoſe attractions, which the charms of Novelty 
produce. They may regard him as a man ; they 
may honour him as a good example, and they 
may love him as a Friend; and on all thoſe ac. 

counts 
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counts wiſh for his Continuance; yet there are 
among all ſuch Societies, many who ſtill wiſh to 
hear ſome new doctrine, or at leaſt ſome new 
manner. Here the Methodiſts have every ad- 
rantage. The attention of the fickle, of the 
giddy and the weak, is conſtantly ſupported by a 
continual round of new Preachers: {ome one or 
other of whom are perpetually entertaining them 
with fomething New. And no ſooner do the 
charms of Novelty begin to decay, than he is re- 
moved from his preſent round, to give place to 
a freſh ſucceſſor. Thus the itching ears are 
perpetually tickled. Were it not for this advan- 
tage, Methodiſm, with all its aye to ſanc- 
tity, muſt long ere now have ſunk into Obſcurity 
and Oblivion, This plan, to be ſure could be 
fupported on no other principle, than the one 
adopted by this Body. Being like the Jeſuits, 

under the direction of one General, poſſeſſed of 
abſolute authority, He can diſpoſe of his ſubor- 
dinate Officers to ſuch ſtations and employments 
as may beſt ſuit their Capacity and Addreſs ; 
and relieve them by what Suceeſſors He knows 
to be the fitteſt. This we may regard as the 
grand principle, which inſpires life and vigour 
to the whole of this Machine. It is to be la- 
mented however, that this is an advantage pure- 
ly accidental, and does not promile to be of long 
duration. It may not be in the power of the 
preſent Leader to appoint a Succeſſor worthy to 
fill his place. The conſequence muſt be, that in 
the Struggle ſor Power and Pre-eminence, the 


conteſt may ſhake the very fabric to its founda- 
| tion, 
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tion, and Split this numerous Body into innu- 
merable and incoherent parts. 


Bur to return to the conſideration of this 
principle of Novelty, to which the greateſt at- 
tention poſſible is always paid. Beſides the re- 

ular Preachers, there are in every Society ſreſn 
hands ſtarting up every day, under the different 
denominations of Exhorters, Leaders of Claſſes, 
ſuch as practice the duty of prayer, with all theſe 
ſubordinate diſtinctions, which I cannot ſuffiéi- 
ently deſcribe. Thus they are every day hear- 
ing or ſeeing ſome new thing. When to this alſo 
we add a catalogue of Anecdotes, Experiences, 
Viſions, Miraculous Interpoſitions, &c. nothing 
can be better calculated for amuſing and enter- 
taining weak and deluded men. The Managers 
of the Country Theatres; when the attention be- 
gins to flag, are obliged often to have recourſe 
to Tumblers, Rope-dancers, and ſuch like, in 
order to collett a good houſe. Upon the fame 
principle and with the ſame Deſign is all the dif. 
terent Entertainment provided for the Taberna- 
cle. Itis amuſement at the Bottom. Carry the 
ſame people to a regular place of Worſhip, and 
lay before them the molt important duties of 
Life; they feel no Intereſt in what you ſay, they 
enjoy no pleaſure: but carry them to the Taber- 
nacle, entertain them with things miraculous 
and improbable; things that have not the ſmall- 
eſt Tendency to make them either wiſer or bet- 
ter ; they are then in their Element, they are 
tranſported, Now where 1s the difference be- 
tween 
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tween going to the Theatre and the Tabernacle. 
It is to raiſe the Paſſions in both. Some take 
pleaſure in hearing what will make them laugh, 
others in what will make them cry. Some like 
ſuch Subjects as call forth Grief and Tenderneſs; 
others of a more obſtinate temper delight in 
Subjects, that will rouſe their Fears. It is the 
prevailing temper that determines, whither you 
- ſhall go, to the Play-houſe or among the Me- 
thodiſts. ä 


Bur I come now to a third Advantage, be- 
longing to this Body, and to which they owe 
perhaps much more than to any other thing. 
Every member is immediately raiſed to Conſe- 
quence, and flattered with Hopes, as ſoon as he 
enliſts with theſe people. This Society, above 
all others, pays the greateſt attention to every 
member, whatever may be their rank, or cha- 
racter in Life. So far perhaps ſuch Conduct is 
laudable, did it not too often degenerate into a 
| hypocritical careſſing. No ſooner does a perſon 
commence Methodilt ; than he may hope to riſe 
through all the different gradations of the Soct- 
ety, and may even aſpire to become in time a 
travelling Preacher. For as Learning and good 
ſenſe are not eſſentially requiſite to the preler- 
ment ; this opens a door of hope even to the 
moſt ignorant and illiterate. Here then is a 
wide field, to every man of Ambition. And the 
lazy, the awkward, and the unſucceſsful in their 
ſeveral Original Proteſſions, may here hope to 


riſe to ſome Diſtinction. For, though fit for 
| nothing 
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nothing elſe, by a moderate ſhare of Diligence, 
by a good Front, and a proper Initiation into the 
current Language and cant Phraſe of the Ta- 
bernacle, they may in due time be qualified to 
appear with applauſe in the Character of an 
itinerant Teacher, But though their Ambition 
may not ſoar ſo high as this Diſtinction, from 
the very moment they enter this Society, a con- 
ſequence is ſtampt on their Character. Men 
and Women, even ignorant Lads and Laſſes, 
ſoon take upon themſelves to viſit the ſick,, to 
adminiſter comfort to the diſconſolate, to endea- 
vour the converſion of their Brethren, and even 
to pray in publick. Many may be named, who 
without diſcovering the ſmalleſt ſigns of good 
ſenſe, in the common affairs of Life, are intruſt- 
ed immediately, or however take upon them- 
ſelves theſe important Duties: Duties, which 
require good ſenſe, fine feelings, a diſcernment 
of character, and the moſt delicate attention, to 
be diſcharged as they ought. No wonder then, 
that we hear of ſo many ſhocking Effects; mad- 
nels, deſpondency, great terror and agitation of 
mind, brought on undoubtedly by the ignorance 
and rudenels of theſe rough Agents. It is a 
confideration, I think, that cannot fail to rouſe 
the indignation of the ſerious and ſenſible, to 
think on theſe ſhocking Proſtitutions; the moſt 
important Concerns, and the moſt delicate Si- 
tuations of Life to be committed to the manage- 
ment ol theſe ignorant and unfeeling Creatures. 


Burt I am not concerned at preſent to trace 
C the 
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the principles, or to ſtate the conſequences of 
this Conduct. I mean only to remark on that 
deep Policy, which employs ſuch means for the 
encouragement and propagation of Methodiſm. 
Other Religious Societies have no bait of this 
kind to hold out to their Members; they can 
give them no hopes of any kind of preferment. 
They mult reſt. contented with the humble ap— 
pointment of Hearers. 


Every one knows, how powerful a principle 
Ambition 1s in the Government of the human 
heart; and all muſt admire how dexterouſlly it 
is applied on the preſent occaſion. Thus you 
may lee how artiully theſe ſeveral different prin» 
ciples operate for the advancement of this Pro- 
feſſion; ſo that perhaps, there are few Religions, 
that ever owed ſo much to refined human Poli- 
cy, as the Tenets of this People. 


A fourth cauſe, of very conſiderable impor- 
tance, is the liberal diſpenſation, that they give 
from {trict Morality. This part, I am afraid, 
they will not very readily acknowledge-: but 
however little they may be inclined to the pub- 
lic avowal of ſuch a principle; yet the great ſtreſs 
they lay upon other things; the general odium, 
into which they labour to bring all the doctrines 
ol moral duties; and the very flight manner, in 
which their Preachers inſiſt on good works; all 
prove, that their Morality is very lax, and that a 
virtuous Life bears no great price in their Reli- 
gion, Thus by opening a new and an eaſy 

| | Paſſage 
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Paſſage to Heaven, it is no great wonder if they 
meet with a number of Votaries. Vatious have 
| been the devices of men, ſince the firſt planting 
of the Goſpel], to elude the obligations it brings 
us under to a virtuous Life. In one age of the 
Church, men laid great flreis on Pilgrimages, 
on Cruſades, on hunting alter the Relics of * 
Saints and Martyrs, and on expelling the Infidels 
from the Holy Land, To enliſt under the 
Standard of the Croſs, to butcher in their Zeal 
the Saracens the Invaders of Jeruſalem, they 
were taught to believe was a ſervice, the moſt 
acceptable to God, Atother times the building 
of Churches, and the Endowment of Religious 
Houſes, was a ſufficient Atonement for all Sins, 
and the ſureſt road to happineſs ; whilſt a differ- 
ent claſs truſted their eternal Salvation to the 
Efficacy of theſe pardons and indulgencies, 
which the Vicar of Chriſt, from his fund of me- 
rit, has the ſole right to beſtow. Thus the ex- 
ternals of Religion, too often under the guidance 
of the fancy, have fluctuated with the\ſaſhions 
of the times; but its Eſſentials; the great duties 
of Morality are immutable and eternal. Heaven 
and Earth ſhall paſs away; but the obligations 
to virtue hall remain "af and immoveable. 
All the former faſhions have been diſcouraged 
and ridiculed ; but the preſent age has diſcover- 
ed a much eaſter and cheaper paſlage to Heaven, 
a paſſage that may be obtained without any 
bodily exertion or danger. The Methodiſts 
preach up Faith alone, as both the ſhorteſt and 
tureſt Road to Heaven. No ſtrels is here laid 

C2 upon 
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upon good works, no great neceſſity for a virtu . 
ous Life. Can any offers be more inviting to 
the Diſhoneſt, to the Profligate, to the Adulterer, 
to the Blaſphemer, and in ſhort to wicked men 
of every Denomination and Deſcription, No 
wonder then, that ſuch a number of theſe Claſſes 
are daily climbing up to this fold. Methodiſm 
gives the ſame cale to the Conſcience, as the 
Pope's pardon did in former times, and as it {lll 
does among the people ſubjett to this ſuper- 
ſtition. Methodiſm is popery in diſguiſe. The 
ſame ſpirit pervades every part of this Syſtem. 
They, Iwill own, do not maintain the doctrines of 
purgatory, the interceſſion of Saints and ſeveral 
other ridiculous tenets. But theſe are only ha rm- 
leſs abſurdities, that ſerve men to laugh at, but 
do little injury to morals. But the Roman Ca- 
tholics ſay, that there is no Salvation, without 
the pale of their Church; ſo in effect, ſay the 
Methodiſts. The Catholics maintain that the 
Pope has a power to pardon Sins : the Method- 
iſts ſay, join us and you are ſure of forgiveneſs. 
On the treagth of the Abſolution of a Prieſt, the 
Catholics have a perfect confidence of obtaining 
everlaſting happineſs ; and upon joining the So- 
ciety of the Methodiſts, and on the ſtrength of 
ſome inward feeling alone, and the declaration 
of their Teachers; theſe deluded people with 
equal arrogance and preſumption affure them- 
ſelves of Heaven. It is eaſy to ſee, that a falſe 
confidence, and a diſregard to every moral duty 
muſt be the natural conſequence. It is no won- 


der then to find perſons of the moſt abandoned 
Characters 
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Characters greedily embracing ſuch doctrines. 
\With a great deal of outward ſhow and ſome 
ſlight ſacrifices, they obtain eaſe for their conſci- 
ences at a very trifling expence ; whilſt/they are 
permitted to retain the ſame manners, the ſame 
temper, without the labour of repentance, and 
without a thorough change of Life. Let a man 
of penetration look into this Society, and he will 
be able to ſelect, a vaſt number that have been 
engaged by this powerful and ſeducing cauſe. 
he externals of Religion, and its zealous pro- 
feflion become a Subſtitute for the eſſential duties 
of the chriſtian Life. This relaxation, from the 
ſtrict duties of the Goſpel, opens the proſpett of 
everlaſting happineſs to Sinners of every degree, 
without an abſolute torſaking of their Sins. 


How unfortunate is it for man, to get entan- 
gled with miſtaken notions of Religion and 
Duty, The Jews, in the days of our Saviour, 
built their hopes, wholly on the ſcrupulous and 
11gid obſervance of the Ceremonies of the Law 
of Moſes, and in adhering with ſtrictneſs to the 
Tradition of the Elders, whilſt they were tranſ- 
greſſing every part of the moral Law of God; 
cenſorious, uncharitable, unjuſt, and 1n every re- 
ſpect an evil and adulterous generation. Others, 
freed from ceremonial obſervance, ſtill walk in 
the ſame Spirit. They confine Religion to 
8 preaching, and of theſe they never 
eem to have enough. Theſe alone are to do 
every thing. The ſtreſs laid upon theſe external 
duties, thef. means only of Religion, grants them, 
| in 
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in their deluded imaginations, a diſpenſation 


irqm the oblervance of the moral Law of God: 


Ihey do not become better members of Society, 
more, charitable, or leſs cenſorious; they have 
not more honeſty or good faith; they are not 
more upright in their dealings; nor more faith- 
" ful to their promiſes than the reſt of the world. 
We meet among them with no more Integrity, 
orlefs Hypocrily, than among other men. They 
are-not better Huſbands, or better Parents, more 
kind Maſters, or more grateful Servants: in 
their families, they appear with no more advan- 
tage than the reſt of the world, and few pay ſo 
liitle attention to their Children or their Edu— 
cation. 


A Religion, ſo flattering to the Baſeneſs and 
Depravity of the human Heart; that promiſes ſo 
much and requires ſo ſmall ſacrifices of impor- 
tance, bids fair to be greedily embraced, and to 
become very popular among people who wiſh to 
gain Heaven without any great change of | 
their Lite, | 


Bur beſides theſe uniſorm and. laſting princi- 
ples, which, at all times, pervade this Syſtem ; 
they have the Addreſs to employ ſeveral acci- 
dental advantages; and which they may deem of 
ſufficient importance to work upon the multi- 
tude. The very weakneſs and infirmities of 
human nature, preſent to them an opportunit 
of Triumph. The Lame, the Blind, thellliterate, 
and even the Silly, are encouraged to take _ 
| | them- 
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themſelves the office of Teachers, and whilſt 
checked by no ſhame, and overawed by no de- 
licacy or ſenſe of duty, they pour out their 
crude and undigeſted harangues; theſe are called 
the dictates of the ſacred Spirit of Truth and 
Order; and are magnified in proportion to the 
infirmities, the weakneſs, and the incapacity of 
the Teacher. Such Miracles (for they are con- 
ſidered as ſuch) never fail to raiſe the admiration 
of the multitude, Such means do Impoſtors 
generally employ to deceive the ignorant and 
the credulous. Diſeaſes too, which on other 
occaſions are deemed as miſeries and misfor- 
tunes; by the management of theſe arttul peo- 
ple, turn out greatly to their advantage. The 
evil Spirit, according to their doctrine, may be 
the cauſe of many diſeaſes; but there are ſome 
which ſeem peculiarly in his province. Epilep- 
ſies, Convulſions, Hypochondriacs, all Lowneſs 
of Spirits, and all inward pains indicate his im- 
mediate preſence. In ſuch caſes Medicine can 
be but of little ſervice. They require the aid of 
a ſpiritual Doctor to expel theſe Devils; and, on 
theſe occaſions the Methodilts are always fore- 
moſt in the ſervice. They reckon it their duty 
to ſeek after ſuch opportunities, and they hunt 
alter diſeaſes of this kind, with the greateſt avidi- 
ty. Such Feats and Pretenſions exalt them high 
in the opinion of the people. Under the maſk 
of Charity, they inſinuate themſelves into the 
good graces of the multitude. 


BUT this, is not the only advantage they gain 


3 
by waiting on the bed of ſickneſs, At theſe times 
the Spirits are often extremely low; and people, 
who have never before thought much about Re- 
ligion of any kind, are diſpoſed to catch at every 
twig, that can keep them from ſinking, and to 
embrace any doctrine, that can adminiſter ſpeedy 
comfort under theſe afflictions and the near ex- 

ectation of their diſſolution. Then they are 
. inceſſantly plied by theſe ghoſtly Comſorners, 
Dealing liberally in the threats of Hell and 
Damnation, they ſoon perſuade their ſinking pa- 
tients to embrace their Faith, which promiſes a 
ready pardon for all their offences, aud the [peed- 
teſt paſſport to Heaven, Thus any epidemical 

diforder is a rich Harveſt for the Methodiſts. 
They leave the worldly men to take a charitable 
care of their Bodies, and in their great Benevo- 
lence, they reſerve for themſelves the ſole care 
and direction of their Souls. This they deem a 
Charity of a much more important and exalted 


Svcn then are ſome of the principles, by 
which theſe people have been raiſed to their pre- 
ſent pitch of greatneſs: the accommodating na- 
ture of their Doctrine; the charms of Novelty ; 
the Conſequenceto which each member is raiſed : 
the Diſpenſation they give from ſtrict Morality ; 
the Advantage they take of the weakneſſes and 
infirmities of human nature, and their continual 
and painful attention to the bed of ſickneſs. Fa- 
king it altogether, it may truly be conſidered as 


the moſt perſett ſyſtem ever raiſed by: SOM 
| | Policy, 


(n) 
Policy. The Religion of Jeſus, owed nothing 
to the prejudices, and paſſions, of the human 
Heart: but the Religion of J. W. owes to thele 
almoſt every thing. Wonderful would it indeed 
be then, if it did not ſucceed, 


LET us now, in the ſecond place, enquire into 
the nature of their diſtinguiſhing Doctrines. and 
what may be their probable Effect upon their 
Profeſſors. It is very remarkable, that many 
who diſcover much ſagacity and good ſenſe in 
the common affairs of Liſe abandon all theſe in 
matters of Religion. In affairs of the utmoſt 
importance, — where they believe their eternal 
happineſs to be at ſtake, they will ſuffer them» 
ſelves to be led by men, whole Judgment they 
would not truſt in the moſt trifling concern of 
life; ſuch people will take upon themſelves to 
explain the moſt difficult paſſages in Revelation, 
and to unravel the moſt involved myſteries of 
Ws. = and will be liſtened to likewiſe with 
wonder and attention, to whoſe capacity you 
would not commit the ſettlement of the moſt. 
ſimple account, nor hear them, with patience, 
deliver their opinion upon any common affair of 
the world, This is a ſtrange infatuation and 
could not be believed, did we not ſee it every 
day verified. The truth is, that the maſs of man- 
kind, in religious matters, are often beſt pleaſed 
with the things they cannot underſtand, and love 
chiefly ſuchthings as are myſterious and beyond 
their comprehenſion. . They liſten with eager 
attention to ſuch doctrines as are far above the 
D Capacuy 
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capacity of any man, and ſeveral of which, if 
they were fully underſtood, could prove the 
foundation neither of Hope, or Comfort, or of 
a good Life. Involved in a miſt of unmeaning 
terms, and puzzled with their wild fancies, they 
deſert the plain and ſimple Truths of the Gol- 
pel, and feldom inſiſt on thoſe things, which 
all may underſtand, and, in which all are 
greatly intereſled. "hey may feed the ſancy 
with unintelligible Jargon; and they may per- 
plex the brain, in the wild mazes of myſtery ; 
but ſuch doctrines will never enlighten the un- 
derſtanding, affe& the Heart, or have the [malleſt 
tendency to make men either wiſer or better, 
But ſtill, though they may produce no good et- 
tet, yet, in another ſenſe, they may be deemed 
innocent and harmleſs, when compared with 
others of their diſtinguiſhing Doctrines, which 
are of the moſt miſchievious tendency. Such 
are their pretenſions to Inſpiration, and theſe _ 
inward feelings which aſcertain the time and 
manner of their Converſion, which aſſure them 
of the pardon of their Sins, and confirm to them 
the claims of Heaven and everlaſting Happinels. 
Such notions are produttive of many bad conſe- 
uences. To believe they are under the guidance 
of Inſpiration is a fruitful ſource of Enthuſiaſm. 
This gives an authority, to all the wild notions, 
that they ever can imagine. Beſides, it expoſes 
Religion itſelf to Ridicule, when men attribute 
to the holy Spirit, all the incoherent and undi- 
geſted Doctrines and Nonſenſe, that ſuch Enthu- 
ſiaſts can vent. The admiſſion of this principle, 
lets 


M 

ſets aſide the neceſlity of Revelation, and gives 
credit to all the impudent aſſertions of every 
wild and viſionary mind. There can in ſhort be 
no teſt of truth; no common ſtandard to reſort 
to, to try the pretenſions of men. Upon this 
ſuppoſition, there is no occaſion for Labour, tor 
Learning or Study of the Holy ' Scriptures ; 
every illuerate Blockhead is equally fit to be- 
come an Inſtructor, as thoſe who have devoted. 
their whole Lives to the Study of theſe ſacred 
Doctrines. It is no wonder then, that we meet. 
with ſo much ſpiritual pride, ſo: much impu— 
dence, among people of this perſuaſion; and ſo 
little of that Meekneſs and Humility, which are 
the moſt beautiful and becoming Ornaments of 
the Chriſtian Character. Ignorant Men and 
Women, old and young, are equally proper to - 
become the Vehicles of the Do&trines of the 
Goſpel. Muſt then the Spirit of God be charge- 
able with all the intemperate effuſions of every. 
diſtempered Brain? Here is the greateſt encou- 
ragement, for the Vain, and the Idle, to leave 
their ſeveral Callings and to become the Heralds 
of the Goſpel. And, with reſpect to their in- 
ward light, their {ln calls, their aſſurance 
of pardon and everlaſting happinels ; every Pro- 
fligate has the ſame right to aſſume ſuch pre- 
tences ; and what have you to oppoſe to his im- 
piety and arrogance? The bare hint of the 
conſequences, is ſufficient to deter men of ſober 
minds, and who have at heart, the Intereſts of 
Religion and Truth, from giving credit to ſuch, 
impudent Impoſtors. : 


a Bur 
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Bur the worlſt part is yet to come, and it is 
that part, which is the conſtant Burthen of all 
their Sermons and of all their Songs; They ſet 
up Faith in oppolition io a good Life, and they 
are conſtantly making the moſt open attacks up- 
on Morality and Moral Preachers. Their Fol- 
Jowers are peculiærly delighted with theſe Doc- 
. trines, and are conſtantly retailing them. They 
love to make War upon Reaſon, and upon all 
the plain Duties of man. I always ſuſpett thoſe, 
that decry goad Works, under whatever name 
they maſk dert attack, It creates a ſtrong ſuſ- 
picion, that they want to cloak ſome bad deeds 
under the broad Covering of Faith. None ever 
preached good works ſo much as our Saviour, 
or laid fo particular a ſtreſs upon them. It is 
man's moſt certain duty to perform them, and 
God will aſſign them what merit He knows to 
be moſt proper. The holding up Faith or Grace 
or Opinion, or any other thing ſuperior to theſe, 
is to advance the ſtandard of Satan and to go a 
recruiting ſor the Devil; and one need hot be 
ſurpriſed, to ſee ſo many of diſhoneſt principles 
— profligate morals enliſt under this Standard. 
Many, that have ſpent the beſt part of their 
lives in the glaring violation of the important 
Duties of the Goſpel, and in the flagrant breach 
of its laws, diſhoneſt, luſtful, treacherous, the 
Tyrants of their families, have in the decline 
of liſe taken ſhelter under this Zealous Profeſſion. 
This is the ſhorteſt way to Heaven, were there 
to be no future Judgment, and no account to be 
given of our Lives. It is much eaſier and leſs 

| expenſive 
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expenſive for all claſſes of Sinners. The Diſ- 
honeſt may here find eaſe for their Conſciences, 
without the trouble and ſhame of making Reſti- 
tution ; the Libidinous may be reconciled to his 
vices, without forſaking them; and men in gene- 
ral may indulge the ſame tempers; gratiſy their 
favounte diſpoſitions, it Faith is to do all and 

ood works not neceſſary, The advancement . 
ot ſuch principles become more hazardous and 
accompanied with more danger, when it is con- 
ſidered, that this Faith may in moſt caſes be little 
more than Fancy, meaſured, not by any common 
{tandard, but only by the length of their own 
Imaginations. They have it not im their power, 
to give to the world any certain proof of its ex- 
iſtence. All depends upon the vehemence of 
their own aſſertions; and the Hypocrite, the 
Profligate, and the moſt abominable of mankind, 
have the ſame right to aſſume theſe fancies and 
believe themiſelves, by the force of Imagination, 
to belong to the Elect, and to be the Children of 
God. All Proteſtants ridicule, and — 
with great juſtice, the folly of Indulgencies, whic 
the Papiſts hold out to their deluded Votaries, 
and this Doctrine of Faith and inward feelings, 
the diltinguiſhing Doctrine of the Methodiſts, 
muſt be followed with all theſe fatal conſequen- 
ces. They outſell the papiſts themſelves in par- 
dons. For to obtain forgiveneſs of Sins and al. 
ſurance of Immortality, by theſe inward works, is 
carrying men to a much cheaper market, than , 
everthe Pope opened; for here you have them 
without money andwithout price, No Dottrines 

: * Can 
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ran be more favourable to the inward corrupti- 
ons of the human Heart, and none more flatter- 
ing and deluſive. For, upon the bare Credit of 
your own feelings, which no man can contradict, 
you may work yourſelf up to the belief that all 
your Sins are pardoned, and that you are-the fa- 
yourite Servants of God. Thus, we daily hear 
of people, after ſome pretended, ſtruggle and 

ualms of conſcience, affect to give out that they / 
have obtained deliverance from the Devil, and 
are now aſſured of eternal Happinels; and of 
conſequence lay claim to all the privileges of the 
Fanhful. Theſe matters, you will find, are ſoon. 
brought to a ſettlement. The battle does not 
laſt long: after a pretty ſharp conflict, the whole 
buſineſs of Repentance is ſettled ; and the Child 
of the Devil, in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye is transformed into one of the Child- 
ren of Light. And this Storm once over, 
all is huſhed into the molt profound calm. 
Confident of future Happineſs, they glide gently 
down the current of time, feeling only now and 
then ſome. {light ſhocks, not for themſelves, but 
for their Brethren that they have left behind in 
the world. To men, that are not initiated into 
, theſe Myſteries, there may appear ſomething un- 
accountable, in the whole of this buſineſs; and to 
inquiſitive minds ſomething ſtill doubtful ; for, 
alter all, you ſee no change in their temper, no 
eſſential change in their morals, and they pre- 
ſerve the fame keenneſs, and the ſame attachment 
to the world as all other men. You perhaps 


Kear more groans; fee them more gloomy and 
| morole, 
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morole, more unſocial and contradted in their. 
ſentiments ; all which looks more like the Child- 
ren of Hell, than the Children of Heaven. No 
realonable man can read oùr Saviour's Deſcrip- 
tion of the Phariſees, but muſt apply it to the- 
. Methodiſts. * IHey compaſs Sea and Land, ts 
make Proſelytes, and make them twofold more tur 
Claldren of Hell than before; They devour Wi- 
dows Houſes. and for a pretence make long pray. 
ers. They make clean the outſide of the cup an 
flatter. They appeur outwardly v1ghleous, but 
. within are full of hypocriſy ana iniquity. © They 
pay tithe of mint, aniſe and cummin, but neglett 
lhe werghtter matters of the Law. They ſhut up 
the kingdom of Heaven againſt men. They love 
to pray ſtanding in the corners of the Strects, and- 
in the Markel-place ; and they do all their works. 
to be ſeen of men.” This Picture, though painted 
near two thouſand years ago, is perfectly mo- 
dern, Human nature 1s the ſame in all _— 
' Hypocriſy may change her Colours but the ſub- 
ſtance remains unchanged. -- POLY 


I ſhall now have done with their Doctrines, 
aſter taking ſome ſhort notice of thole terrors, 
they conſtantly deal in, as another inſtrument of 
converſion. The terrors of the Lord, and the 
' doctrine of a future ſtate, of rewards and puniſh- 
ments are proper ſubjects on ſeaſonable occaſi- 
ons; but, to deal generally, on ſuch ſubjetts, 
have a dreadful effect upon weak minds; beſides, 
they cauſe men to imbibe unworthy ſentiments 
of the Supreme Being, and unjuſt notions of his 
'' Religion, 
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Religion. The promiſes of the Goſpel, the pre- 


{ent pleaſures ol the Religious Life and its future 


Glories, are ſubjects more conſiſtent with the 


goodneſs of the great Father of all, and better 
calculated to {ſupport and ſtrengthen the impor- 
tant duties of the chriſtian Lite, Men conſtantly 
converſant ingloomy ſubjects, naturally contract 
a gloomy and uncharitable Spirit. hey banith 
gratitude and chearfulneſs; they poiſon all the 
{ources of rational pleaſure; they render men 
inſenſible to the love and goodneſs diſplayed 
every where. The conſequence 1s, they render 
them-unfit for the duties of Love and Benevo- 


lence, Sympathy, and Compaſſion, and all the 


other generous Affections of a good Heart. 


_Beſides, there are only few minds, that can pro- 


perly bear ſuch awful Doctrines, perpetually 
thundering 1n their Ears. The Brain — be- 
comes affected, the reaſon unhinged, and both 
Body and Soul ſuffer in the Struggle. 


HAvix now ſeen in what Doftrines the Me- 
thodiſts generally deal, it may not be impropeß 
to take notice of their Omiſſions; and, agreeable 
alſo to this part, we may obſerve what are the 
parts of Scripture from which they chiefly 


preach. 


Tux parts of Scripture in which they ſeem to 
take the moſt delight, are the Song of Solomon, 
the Revelation, the darker parts of the Prophets 
and Epiſtles, and ſuch paſſages as afford the wi- 


deſt play for the Imagination, and where the 
Fancy 
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Fancy is laid under no reſtraint. . The darker 
the Subject is, and the Jef; oi Religion, the more 
genius does it require to bring good Doctrines 
from it, and the more wonder does it raile in the 
gaping and aſtoniſhed multitude. By a happy 
Gilt they can ſpiritualiſe every thing; and they 
can find a vaſt, of important Truths and Doc- 
trines in paſſages of Scripture, where the ſacred 
Writer appears to have had no other meaning, 
than the bare literal meaning, which every can- 
did and unprejudiced mind can diſcover upon 
the firſt reading. ü 


WERE it poſſible to confine the wanderings 
of a diſtempered Imagination within the bh 
ary of Reaſon, it would be ſufficient to oblerve, 
that this Liberty which they take in med 
-Scripture, and dragging forth ſo many conceale 
meanings, mult reduce Revelation to the great- 
eſt uncertatnty ; it every one is at liberty to de- 
part from the plain ſenſe, to dig for hidden 
treaſure; and further, that there is nothing ſo wild 
and abſurd, but with this freedom, we might 
prove from Scripture. But the fact is, that the 
bulk of mankind cannot relt ſatisfied with plain 
Truths and plain duties. They love in Religion 
what is myſterious, and theſe will ever ſucceed 
belt in captivating the multitude, who, unſhack— 
led by a regard either to Honelty or good Senſe, 
will freely preach what neither They, nor their 
Hearers underſtand. You ſeldon find ſuch peo- 
ple employing themſelves, about the plain, du- 
ties of Religion. Here there can be noching new 
advanced, 
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advanced, and nothing to catch the attention of 
the giddy. The Lite and Character of Chriſt 


ſeem to be no favourite ſubjetts among Enthuſi- 
alts. They love to dwell upon his Merits; 


bot very leldom touch upon his Example. 


Taite!ei: Bigots, derive little pleaſure from the 
contemplation of this perfect Character; and 
afraid of recommending good works, or laying 


any ſtreſs upon them, they are extremely ſhy in 


advancing any thing upon the Moral Character 
of him, who hath given us an example and re- 
commended us to tollow his Steps. I do not 
ſay that they never, but I dare to ſay that they 


very rarely recommend the ſublime precepts of 


Chriſtianity. They will exhort us to the Love 
of God, becauſe this coſts us nothing. It te- 
quires no Sacrifice. It is the ſilent operation of 
the Heart, that performs this Duty, and violent 
pretenſions ſuffice for evidence, But they inſiſt 
very little, upon the love of our Neighbour, up- 
on love to our Enemies, upon forgiveneſs of in- 
juries, and upon the great duty of doing Good, 
I mean that Good, which is not confined to Sect 
or party, but extends to all nations and kindreds 
and languages; that Good, which cannot be 

erformed by bare wiſhes and prayers ; but re. 
quires the kindeſt offices of love and good acti- 
ons, the being ready to diſtribute, the belne will. 
ing to communicate; not merely the viſiting the 
Sick, but the feeding the hungry, and the cloath- 
mg the naked, and proving a Friend to the 


FROM 
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From this view of their Doctrines, we may 
infer then, that the fitteſt ſubjects, for the Me- 
thodiſts to work upon, are the Ignorant, who 
know nothing about Religion; the Weak, who 
are the molt ealily impoſed upon; the Vain, who 
have no other way to raiſe themſelves into con- 
ſequence; and the immoral and unprincipled, 
who want eaſe for a wounded conlaence, and a 
clo k lor a bad life. Examine this body and yon 
will find them naturally, iplit into thele different 
Claſſes, which conſlitute this incongruous and 

jaring whole. 


ArTER taking this Review of their Pojicy and 
Dottrines; we come next in order, to examine 
their Morals and the boaſted Benefits, they con- 


ter on Society. 


Wu cannot be much prejudiced in favour of 
their Morals, when we recollett their avowed 
diſtinction between Morality and the Golpel. 
They labour to ſet at variance theſe parts, which 
never can be ſeparated, Their Golpel is an un- 
deſcribable ſomething. We can ſay what it is 
not, but cannot tell what it is. Almoſt the only 
thing we can collect of its ſubſtance is, that it is 
ſomething very averſe to Morality. In their 
cant and hackneyed phraſe, They [peak of Gol- 
pel, and Moral Preachers. The latter, is always 
uled as a term of Reproach ; and the other the 
higheſt compliment they can pay to their Teach- 
ers. If we attempt to examine into the meaning 
of Goſpel preaching, it ſeems one of choſe inex- 
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plicable myſteries not to be fathomed. If we take 
our Senſe of it from the common ſtrain of their 
preaching, it is ſome rant about Fatth and Grace 
and inward Operations, intcrlarded with ſlices of 
Hell and Damnation. All then, that we can 
know of it is, that it is not a good life, People 
that ſet forward upon ſuch principles, will not 
ſuffer us to entertain any very favourable opinion 
ol their Lives. 


Tae Effence of Religion, as may be collected 
from Scripture and Reaſon, conſiſts in a good 
Life; animated and ſupported by the pleaſing 
hopes and comforts, that the Goſpel gives, en- 
forced by its awful DoGrines, and recommended 
an 1 In{iraied by the Example of good men, and 
particularly by the Example of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Preaching and praying, and all other 
external Services, are neceſſary then ſo far, as: 
they ſupport this Life ; but are by no means the 
end on which we are to reſt; no further ſtrels is 
tobe laid upon them. 


Tur Methodiſts and ſeveral other Sectaries 
nearly allied to them, reverſe this principle. 
Ihe Eſſence of their Religion, as collected from 
their Preaching, their uſual Talk, and their Wri— 
tings, conſiſts in praying, preaching, ſinging of 
Pſalms, talking about the dark Doctrines of Re- 
velation; and a good Liſe is only ſo far neceſſary. 
28 to giwe Credit and Currency to theſe Duties. 
Lam not ſure, that they will directly avow this, 
perhaps they do not lee it themſelves; but, "—— 
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of them from the ſupreme care, with which they 
attend on the externals, and the little value they 
{et upon good works, from the uſual ſtrain of 
their preaching ; and, I think, they will hardly be 
able to extricate themſelves from this conclu- 


lion. 


Tur RE is another Conſideration, that ſtrength- 
ens this explanation, Ihe Branches of Morality, 
that they chiefly attend to, is either to KT 
ſome of theſe glaring Vices, that make the moſt 
-noile1n the world, and that are the ſigns of a 
thoughtlels mind, rather than of a depraved 
heart; ſuch as Swearing and Drunkennels ; 
whilſt the Duties they principally inſiſt on, are 
thoſe oſtentatious virtues, which are ſpecious in 


themſelves, but require no great ſacrifice for the 


perlormance. 


Ln an enquiry into this part of their Character, 
ve may examine them, under the following uſual 
diſtinction of Duties; firſt, luch as are —. more 
immediately to God. Secondly, the private du- 
ties. Thirdly, the relative duties, and Fourthly, 
the duties we owe to Society. In the duties we 
owe to God, Enthuſiaſts of every kind ſeem to 
be of opinion, that we cannot be guilty of any 
Exceſs; that we cannot devote too much of our 
time to his immediate ſervice. It was this Spirit 
that filled the Nunneries and Cloiſters, that 
lanted Hermitages, that peopled the Deſarts; 
that filled the world with ſo many Religious So- 
cieties, that ſhut up in Cells ſo many of both —_— 
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and ſecluded them from the neceſſary buſineſs 
of Society, to the ruin of Induſtry and deſtruction 
of Morals, The Methodiſts, who, in many 
things are actuated by the ſpirit of popery, and 
the worſt part of it too; think they cannot de- 
vote too much of their time to the ſervice of 
God; and many of their Followers have their 
Heads conſtantly filled, and their time very much 
occupied with praying and pteaching. 


I need ſcarcely obſerve, that the laying ſo 
great firefs on ſuch ſervices, mult foſter a Spirit 
molt inconſiſtent wich our Idea of the greateſt 
and beſt of Beings, Itis repreſenting Him as a 
Tyrant, and a Iy rant to be pleaſed only by con- 
tinual fawning and flattering: a Tyrant impoſing 
FX yoke of cruel ſervitude upon his Creatures; 
as the great object of Fear, not of Love. Be- 
ſides, ſo great a portion of time, devoted to this 
Service, encroaches upon that time, that we are 
to dedicate to Induſtry and to Society, which 
our ſituations and dependent flate require. 
From this Spirit, we never can expett, that the 
duties they pay to God can be of a rational and 
amiable nature. ] hey bring down the ſupreme 
Being to their own narrow and uncharitable ſen- 
timents, and repreſent Him as partial, vindictive 
and delighting in puniſhment. Their truſt in 


him muſt be ill ſounded, and. their hopes joylels, 


Look at their Countenances, as they go to the 
Houfe of prayer. They appear to be going to- 
ſerve, not God, but the Devil. No joy, no plea- 
king hopes painted chere; but dejected, —_ 

dark. 


= 8 
dark and melancholy, they are very unlike the 
worſhippers of the Father of Mankind, a God of 
inknite Goodneſs, the God of all Comfort and 
Conſolation. And this Spirit, contracted from 
their narrow and falſe notions of the ſupreme 
Being, extends and ſpreads itſelſ in all their ſocial 


intercourſes. Innocent mirth, rational amuſe- 


ment, the pleaſures and joys of Society; to laugh, 
to ſmile, are all Sins. Good God! can theſe be 


thy Servants! If Heaven is to be peopled with 


ſuch Beings, what gloomy Manſions! Sup- 
. poling Taen were to worſhip the Devil; what do 
you think would be their countenances? And 
is there then no Diſtinction, between the worlhi 

of the belt of Beings and of evil and wicked Spi- 
rits? Such diſmal Worſhippers feel no happi- 
nels, no joy, no e ers. If Joy be 
within, it cannot be altogether concealed; it will 
ſparkle in the Eyes, it will enlighten the Counte- 
nance. The God of the Methodiſts is not the 
God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Their 
God 1s the objett of Fear, not of Love, He is 
repreſented as enthroned in Heaven, delighting 
in the puniſhment of his weak and helpleſs Crea- 
tures, not ſurrounded with mercy, ſympathiſing 
with our Inſirmities, making all gracious Allow- 
- ances for our Imperfettions, and rejoicing in 
every returning Prodigal. No proſpect can be 


{ſo diſcouraging to Man, Religion, under this 


- repreſentation, which ſhould prove the comfort 
of man, becomes a Bondage. Religion-dehgned 
for. the exaltation of our nature, overwhelms us 


with gloomy apprehenſions and Fears, Religion, 


which 
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which ſhould make man chearful, -overſpreads 
him with melancholy, And Religion, which 
theds pleaſure on all the enjoyments of Lile, 
roots up every pleaſure and converts this Earth 
into a Vale of Miſery, This Picture, I think, is 
not overcharged, it is copied from real Life, and 
is a juſt Repreſentation of the Piety and Devo- 
tion of Methodiſts, 


LE I us next pals to the contemplation of their 
private Duties, and endeavour to eſtimate the 
improvement, that they have made in them. 
Here, perhaps, they appear in their greatell Ex- 
cFellence. By private duties, I mean only ſuch 
as a man owes to himſelf, and which are ſtrictliy 
confined to ſobriety and temperance and the go- 
vernment of 'the appetites and paſſions, In the 
duty of Sobriety, They have perhaps done con- 
fiderable ſervice to mankind. Among them, we 
do not meet with numerous inſtances of Drunk- 
enneſs, This is a crime ſo open and publick, 
and fo unpopular, that the frequent prattice of 
it, would ſoon bring a diſcredit upon any body, 
that ſet up for the patterns of Morals, and as 

ublick Retormers, It is the intereſt of the 
whole, therefore to watch over every offending 
member, and to check them in the proſecution 
of a Vice, that would ruin them as a Rehgious 
Society. But, at the ſame time, it muſt be own- 
ed, that there are among them, numbers of ca— 

ital Offenders againſt Jemperance, and many 
more that have no objections to this Species of 


Indulgence, providing it does not amount to ab- 
folute 
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ſolute Intoxication. And others, however mo- 
derate they may be in the article of drinking, yet 
give way to every indulgence in eating, which 
opportunities, and their circumſtances, will al- 
low. Few people live better than their travelling 
Preachers : they are fed like Stalled Oxen ; they 
live not on Locults and wild Honey, but {hare 
in all the rarities and luxuries of the Seaſon. 
Their jolly Faces, and plump carcaſes proclaim, 
that they (ſeldom fit down to a ſcanty Table, or 
partake of a poor fare; that they are not worn 


down with the cares of this Life, reduced by ſe- 


vere exerciſe and fatiguing Journies, or emacia- 
ted with intenſe application of thought and ſe- 
vere Study, Whatever their poor Hearers may 
endure, or to whatever wants they may be ſub- 
2 their Preachers do not help with their 
eaſt Finger, to bear their Burthens. Such 
tempting proſpects, may be not the leaſt allure- 
ment to draw ſo many, from their ſevere and 
laborious Callings, to undertake ſuch pious 


Service. 


Bu r leaving them in poſſeſſion of their full 
credit, for the ſervices they have done the world 
in correcting Intemperance; I paſs on to conſi- 
der them in another point, nearly connected with 


this duty. 


CuAsriry may be regarded as a branch of 


Temperance, and it perhaps may be doing them 
no injuſtice to ſay, that taking bulk for bulk, they 


are no ways ſuperior to the common herd of 
_— Mankind, 


g 


Mankind, in the fame claſſes; and with the ſame 
temptations. If I were to be influenced by the 
opinion of a celebrated Hiſtorian, and an accu- 
rate obſerver of Mankind, who ſays, © that the 
* exceſſes of Enthuſiaſm in every Age have been 
% obſerved to lead to ſenſual gratifications, and 
* that the ſame conſtitution, that is ſuſceptible of 
the former, is remarkably prone to the latter“: 
I ſhould be led to make confiderable deduttions 
from the credit I have given them, in the prece- 
ding obſervations, But I would not willingly 
detract from their merits, or load them with un- 
neceſſary charges, though, I muſt own, that the 
reports of the world are unfavourable to their 
claim, and from a ſurvey of ſuch of their Socie- 
ties, as fall within my knowledge, I believe, if a 
fair account was to be taken, the balance would 
be ſtruck againſt them. But, perhaps, conſider- 
able allowance ſhould be made in their favour. 
In the firſt place, theſe Societies are in general 
originally formed of perſons, not much diſtin- 
guilhed for their Morals. The eaſy terms and 
the tempting offers, that they hold out to ſinners 
of every degree, may draw the voluptuous, and 
the debauched, as well as others, into this ſacred 
Aſylum: and a habit of vice, once contracted, is 
not to be thrown off ſo readily ; eſpecially when 
ſo many tempting opportunities of ſecret indul- 
gence are preſented. | 
For in the ſecond place, Of all religious So- 
cieties, the Methodiſts are expoſed to the great- 
eſt Temptations. Proceeding upon the * 
| tnat 
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that no great ſtreſs is to he laid upon good works 
they are better half prepared for every ſenſua 
Indulgence. Minds not fortified with a princi- 
ple of averſion, mult ſoon yield to a ſtrong temp- 
tation. Theſe people often ſtand on ſlippery 
ground. The intercourle between, the ſexes is 
very frequent, very familiar, and often very pri- 
vate. They are together at all hours of the 
day and night too, for the purpole of prayer and 
meditation. They have a privilege of entering 
'Houles of every deſcription; they travel together, 
to the moſt diitant and remote places, and all 
under the {helter of Religion. Their cloſe So- 
cieties are often protracted to the lateſt hours f 
the night; and their Friendſhip will not ſuffer 
them to expoſe their helpleſs females without 
ſome male of their own body for their Eſcort. 
I mean. no reflection on the indelicacy of ſuch 
proceedings, but cannot help obſerving, that they 
muſt be more than human, if all of them can re- 
{it ſuch opportunities, I will not eſtabliſh the 
Concluſion, that may be drawn from ſuch reafon- 
ings. Iappeal to the world. Can they recollect 
any ſacts, that can account for the, foul aſperſi- 
ons, with. which occaſionally both Preachers 
and Hearers have been loaded? And here, I 
leu ve them, in this article to ſtand, or fall, by the 
oblervation and experience of Mankind. 


Ir is a reflection that affects not only this 
body, but allo all proſeſſing Chriſtians, that their. 
profeſſion does not often produce any material 
change in their Temper. This fact is but too 

| F2 much 
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much diſregarded inthe world ; but when any 
religious Body makes ſuperior pretenſions to 
ſanctuy, and ſets up for the Cenſurers of the 
world; the firſt queſtion I would put upon their 
Converſion ; has their religion made any material 
improvement in their '| emper and Diſpoſition ? 
If they were formerly covetous; are they become 
liberal? if pceviſh; are they more contented and 
reſigned? if paſſionate; have they learned 10 
ſubdue their paſſions? and if cenſorious; are 
they now become charitable? In anſwer to 
theſe Queſtions, no regard ſhould be paid to 
words and profeſſions. Do fatts ſpeak for them ? 
and does the experience of the world ſupport 
and countenance this change? If on the con- 
trary, they continue the ſame, in their tempers 
and diſpoſitions; whatever they may pretend, 
there is no real change at the bottom. Ihe ex- 
ternals of Religion ſerve only to cover the cor- 

ruption of their hearts, and to blind the world. 
They are no more but Hypocrites, and ten times 
more the Children of Hell than before. Genu- 
ine and unaffected Religion muſt transform the 
whole Maſs. It is a ſacred leaven, that will lea— 
ven the whole Lump. Now, apply this to the 
Methodiſts, you will find them, in general, with 
the ſame Tempers and Diſpoſttions, that Nature 
gave them, noways altered; at leaſt improved 
under their new CharaQters. In no claſs of men, 
can you find more of a worldly ſpirit than a- 
mong ſome of their proſeſſion, and ſome of their 
Leaders have the dexterity to convert their Re- 
ligion to the advancement of their fortune. 
7 Keen, 


= 


Keen, rapacious, and ſcarcely honeſt in their 
dealings, with their eyes liſted up towards a 
Heavenly inheritanc they will hold a conſider- 
able Reverſion in this Earth. Godlineſs fre- 
quently becomes to them great gain; but in a 
ſenſe ſomewhat different from what the Apoſtle 
means. In dealing with them, 1t requires no 
{mall thare of attention and knowledge to guard 
againſt being overrcached. You will find, a- 
moaglt them, as much craſt, as many inſtances of 
Yrevarication, as among other men; equally lia- 
ble to ſhuffling and . and not leſs inclined 
to all the low arts of Cunning and Deceit. In 
the article therefore of moral honeſty, you wall 


not perceive, that they have in any reſpect im- 


proved the world. But have they done any 


thing towards removing the natural malignity of 


the human heart? I really cannot charge my- 
ſelf with any breach of chriſtian Charity, norany 
act of Injuſtice, when I ſay that we do not meet 
among them with any peculiar ſweetneſs of tem- 
per, or that humility of heart, and gentleneſs of 
mind and manners, that we ſhould expect to find 
in the meek and humble followers of Jeſus. 


IJhere is a ſpiritual uncharitableneſs, with which 


they are peculiarly chargeable. They will 
ſcarcely allow Salvation to any one, that belongs 
not to their Society. Thus they limit the Mer- 
cies of the Great Father of mankind to their own 
peculiar Tenets, Men of the moſt enlarged un- 
derſtanding, and the moſt upright and ſincere 
hearts, are to be excluded from the Kingdom of 
Heaven, for no other reaſon, than that they can- 
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not approve and prattice the precepts of their 
Teachers. This is the very Spirit of Antichriſt; 
Intolerance, and the moſt horrid uncharitable 
ſentiments. In what a poor ſtate would man- 
kind be placed, were our eternal allotment to be 
decided by Men! This want of Charity in ſpi- 
ritual Concerns diſſeminates its baletul Influence 
to all their worldly intercourſe. When the tem- 
per is ſoured by falſe ſentiments of Religion, 
there is no chance of an equitable Judgment, 
even in things, that concern this world. Thus 
no ſet of men are more harſh in their cenſures or 
more raſh and precipitate in their 2 of 
the world, and none ſo deſtitute of that candour 
and benevolence.which diſpoſe us to make all 
proper allowances, and to put the moſt favour- 
able Conſtructions on the words and actions of 
our Neighbours. This Spirit extends even far- 
ther. Cloſely attacked to one another and 
bound faſt by their religious ties, they make it a 
Rule to promote one anothers intereſt ſolely. 
Forgetſul what they owe to menkind, and how 
much they depend on the reſt of the world for 
their Support, with unparalleled Ingratitude, 
they repay none of theſe Readies by a ſimilar re- 
turn of favours, but what it is not in their pow- 
er to prevent. Pure Religion ſhould open and 
expand the mind and diffuſe a ſtream of Benevo- 
lence to the whole world, but Superſtitfon and 
falſe Religion lock up all the beſt Affections, and 
narrow and cõntract every ſocial Feeling. 


Fon this ſhort review of their private * 
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and Charity, let us next paſs to conſider them 
in the Relations, they ſtand in with the world at 
large, and with one another, The firſt of theſe 
that preſents itſelf for our inſpection, is that cloſe 
Relation which is formed betwixt the Parent and 
the Child, and the conſequences of which 1s not 
confined to theſe immediate Connections, but ex- 
tend to the world and in which Society is deeply 
intereſted. With reſpect to the duties we owe 
to Parents, in the preſent cale, I have but few 
facts from which to form general concluſions.” 
But theſe detached cales which preſent them- 
ſelves are not very favourable to this Body. We 
find among them no extraordinary exertions for 
the ſupport of their aged and infirm Parents, and 
we ſee no peculiar tokens of filial affection and 


reſpect. 
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Bur the duty in which they are the moſt re- 
markably negligent, and for which they juſtify 
themſelves by a truſt and reliance on the Grace 
of God, and of Providence, 1s that which they 
owe to their Qff-ſpring. No Children are fo 
much neglected in the articles of Education, of 
religious inſtruction, in a proper attention to 
their moral Conduct, in providing for them a de- 
cent maintenance, and in inſtilling into them 

habits of Diligence and Induſtty, as are the Chil- 
dren of the Methodiſts. Their Members are fo 
occupied, and have their time ſo filled up, with 
attending on prayers and preaching, that they 
have but little time left to attend to the more 
important Concerns of their Families; and, _ 
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of the poorer ſort of this Society, thinking it 
their duty to attend upon worſhip at hours un- 
ſeaſonably early and late, at ſuch times leave their 
helpleſs Off- ſpring to ſhift for themſelves, in the 
beſt manner, that they can. And Hundays, be- 
ing the proper time for the labouring part of 
nmiankind, to attend to the religious concerns of 
their Children; yet the whole of this day is fo 
tully occupied by the Methodiſts in running after 
different preachers, and 1n religious eco 
that there is no time, nor chance, left for the In- 
ſtruction of the riling Generation. What hazard 
do not ſuch untutored minds ritk in the wide 
world. It is not always, that theſe people carry 
their Children with them to their places of 
worſhip, and ſuppoſing that they did, the loſs 
can never be compenſated, which they ſuſtain, 
by the neglect of their Parents. It is little that 
they can learn from ſuch Diſcourſes, and that 
little, will be but a poor recompence, for what 
they lols by the want of parental Inſtruction. 
One Hour, under the Eye of a kind and attentive 
Parent, might correct more vices and convey 
more ſolid and laſting Inſtruction, than they can 
learn from a Thouſand of ſuch Sermons. The 
conſequence is, that when once freed from the 
gloomy and ghoſtly reſtraints of ſuch Parents (if 
they are ever laid under ſuch reſtraints) they en- 
ter the world rough and unprincipled, and with 
the utmoſt averſion to all Religion. No Chil- 
dren are ſo wild, ſo brutiſh and untractable, none 
more bale in their morals, than the Children of 


the Methodiſts, And can we expect any other 
be fruits 


1 
fruits from ſuch an Education? Some of them 
pretend to juſtify this neglect, by truſting, that 
the Grace of God will do 2 thing for them, 


and. that they can never ſuffer for their attention 


in ſerving Him. Thus we ſee men attempt to 
juſtify the neglect of one duty, by their punctu- 
ality in others. But with reſpett to their Juſlih- 
cation, it may be ſufficient to aſk, who requires 
of you ſuch Service? The care of your Off- 
{pring is your firſt duty, and I know of none more 


important, none, that can ſupertede this, and, I- 


am ſure, we cannot ſerve either God or Society 
better, than by doing what 1s in our power, to 
train up Children in good principles, and for So- 
ciety honeſt and induſtrious Members. If Chil 
dren be left to chance, or what they term to the 


Grace of God alone, there 1s but little room to 


hope, that they will become either uſetul or re- 
ſpectable Chriſtians. All the labours of the moſt 
diligent Parents, and all their care are found 
ſometimes inſufficient to train up a Child, in the 
way he ſhould go. But, if after this, all their di- 


ligence and care and prayers ſhould fail, they will 
have one comfortable reflection to ſuſtain them- 


ſelves; that their Children have not fallen by 
their neglect. But beſides the neglect of religi- 
ous Education and moral Inſtruction, the Me- 
thodiſts are likewiſe chargeable with neglecting 
to bring up their Children in habits of Induſtry, 
and in Anka honeſt, lawfu! calling. The lower 
Claſſes of this Society, are not remarkable for be- 


ing the molt induſtrious in Community, Many 


of them are either naturally indolent, or, the 
| e contra 
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contract habits of idleneſs from their Profeſſion. 


They have olten a vaſt of time to ſpare in their 


religious Clubs, in talking about Sermons and 
their Experiences, in running from Place to 
Place and from Town to Toun. In the Morn— 
ings alſo, and in the Evenings, they have hours 
to [pare from their daily Labours, to attend their 
devotions at the Tabernacles. Now, I hope, I 
ſhall not be taxed with irreligious ſentiments, if 
I ſhould ſay, that this great portion of ſpare time, 
would be much better ſpent in doing fomething 
for the worldly advantage of their Families. It 
might be the means, to raiſe them to a more re- 
ſpectable Station; it might be the means to raiſe 
them above indigence, and to place them in a 
ſlate more independent. It might put it more in 
their power, to relieve the diſtreſſes of others, 
and make their latter days, the days of Age and 
Infirmity, flow with more chearfulneſs and com- 
fort. Theſe would be eſſential ſervices, and 
whilſt thus employed, they would be giving to 
their families an example of Indullry, and, at the 
ſame time, training up their Children in the ſame 
reſpectable way. In theſe praiſe-worthy Labours, 


they are providing a double ſecurity againſt be- 


ing brought to a pariſh allowance, jir/t, by the 
fruits of their own Induſtry ; and /econdly, by ſo 
educating their Children, that they may derive 
ſomething from their aſſiſtance, when the hand, 
that nouriſhed them and laboured for them, is 
now withered by old age and infirmity. I might 
add, that they could ſcarcely engage in any duty 
more laudable and more innocent, more __—_ 

cia 
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cial to the world, and I hope too, more peaking 
to their God. Induſtry in many caſes, has muc 

more of Innocence, Duty and Religion in it, than 
even ſuch ſacrifices as they offer. To neglect 
ones family, upon any pretence whatſoever, can- 
not be to ſerve our God. It is an excellent cha- 
rafter, that God himſelf gives of Abraham, when 
he ſays, For I know him, that he will command 
his Children and his houſehold after him, and they 
ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to do Juſtice and 


Judgment. And on the other hand, the many, 


Mistortunes, that fell upon the good old Eli and 
his houſe, were brought upon him for the neg— 
le of his Children. The reaſons, aſſigned by 
God, are very remarkable, I will judge his houſe 
for ever for the iniquity, which he knoweth, becauſe 
his Sons made themſelves vile, and he reflrained 
them not. I have inſiſted at ſome length, on this 
part, becaule the ſubject is of the greatelt Impor- 
tance, But with ſuch Reflections let us leave it, 
and proceed to conſider them, under another re- 
lative Duty, that of Maſters and Servants. 


Such of chem as are in the rank of Maſters, I 


preſume, you will not find more humane, or ex- 


acting ſervitude with leſs rigour, than other men. 


Their leading principles do not cheriſh theſe 


virtues, which charafteriſe a good, Maſter. And 


with regard to Servants, excepting in families of 


their own principles, they cannot be very deſira- 


ble. Their Religion does not teach them any 
peculiar faithfulneſs or honeſty: they however 


are in general, more conlident and ſelf-willed, 


leſs 
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Jeſs chearful and tradtable. Add to theſe, that 
they are dilpoſed to devote too much of their 
time to their Societies, to be ſound faithful to 
their Maſters. I have omitted to fay any thing 
about the other relative duties; becauſe I can 
find inthem nothing to diſlinguiſh them from the 
reſt of the world. In theſe things they follow 
the natural bent of their minds, aud are but little 
indebted, for improvement, to their religious 
principles, 585 


Bur there remains ſtill a material inquiry, to 
determine the Effect, that this religion has upon 
Society at large, and whither ſuch principles 
ſhould be encouraged by us as Patriots and by 
Citizens. | 


In the firſt place, Methodiſm is one of the ſe- 
vereſt Taxes, that ever was laid upon the Jabour- 
ing part of the people; and of conſequence is a 
preſſing Burthen upon Induſtry. Such a number 
of Religious Houfes, ſome of them very elegant 
and highly finiſhed ; and ſuch a number ot fixed 
and travelling Teachers, cannot be ſupported, 
without an enormous expence. This expence 
falls almoſt intirely upon the labouring part of 
the Community, of which this body chiefly con- 
fiſts. Indeed their are many inſtances of places, 
where they have both good Houſes and plenty 
of Preachers, and theſe to be ſupported entirely 


by the poor. It would be a curious Enquiry, and 


might anſwer ſome good political purpoſe, to in- 


velligate what Methodiſm coſts the Nation an- 
| nually, 


( 45 ) 


nually. There are indeed ſome, that could ſur- 
niſh great aſſiſtanee to this Enquiry ; but the miſ- 
chief is, that it is not the intereſt of ſuch people 
to give it encouragement, {here are a vaſt num- 
ber of-good Houles, built throughout the King- 
dom, for the rehg:ous Worſhip of theſe people, 
and theſe not in the meaneſt form. Pride and 
Ambition peep out here, under all the difguile of 
Sanctity and pretended -lowlineſs of mind. 
Theſe Houſes are not without their Ornaments, 
and ſome of them in a ſuperior ſtyle. At a ma- 
derate computation, and taking them upon an 


Average, they cannot be leſs than five hundred 


pounds each. This is all fo much money ſunk ; 
and cannot be rated at leſs than Eight per Cent. 
which amounts to forty pounds annually, To 
this m̃uſt be added the expence of lighting theſe 
Houle7 which in ſome places muſt amount to 
i159 Hfing very confiderable; as they have ſo 
schief Oarly and late Service, particularly in 
the Wineer Seaſon. To this, likewiſe add the 
elch gzadnd all the Servants attending upon 
ſuch occaſions. Iam ſure, I muſt be very mo- 
derate, when I rate the whole at thirty pounds 
antadlly 1 Now] for each of theſe Houſes, a 


Prexchet muſt be provided, I do not mean that 


he Teowftantlyi refides ; but taking it upon the 
whole/thezk mul! Be one Preacher at leaſt, to 
each! MethodifÞ Meeting in the Kingdom; and 
his r has to keep a Horſe, 
cannot oſblſ ghott re Hy pounds. I his is the 
very lde. Id is f little conſequence, what the 


nomal Saſaty may be, not leſs than the above 


allow- 
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> 
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allowance, can be ſufficient to ſupport them in 
the manner they live. So adding theſe ſeveral 
Sums together, it makes one hundred and thirty 
pounds, that each Methodilt Meeting coſts the 
Nation; a Sum, I am ſure, not overrated. But 
how, in the next place, ſhall we come at the 
number of theſe Houſes? There is nothing left 
for me on this point but Conjecture; we muſt 
only take care that this random computation may 
not exceed the Truth. The number of pariſhes 
in England and Wales including allo Scotland, 
are about eleven Thouſand. Now, let us ſup- 
pole, there is one Methodiſt Meeting for every 
four pariſhes. If this eſtimate be juſt, it will give 
us for the number required two thouſand ſeven 
hundred and fiſty, which multiplied by one hun- 


. ered and thirty pounds, the Sum neceſſary to the 


ſupport of each, gives three hundred and, fiſty- 
ſeven thouſand five hundred ponnds ; an ener- 
mous Sum, as a Tax raiſed upon the Ctedulity, 
and Folly, of the loweſt Order of the penple y;a 
people, who never pay any kind of, Tax for the 
ſupport of Government. i820 flo 
65 115% „181 
Bur this is not the only expence, with iwhach 
this religion ſaddles the publick here 18 @yery 
great Sum conſtantly ſpent in Epter}binmfents not 
merely for the Preachers, but ſonthe. Guęſts alſo, 
with whom they are attended hatithey er y ſel- 
dom travel alone. Convoysiafegularhy , accom- 
pany them from Town to Town, and theſe live 
upon the firſt good Houſe, that they meet with 
in the liſt of their Friends, To be ſure, it is uy. 
uc 
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ſach Taxes and Expences are only voluntary; 
but as they are extorted from the Benevolence 
and Holpitality of the People, they {ſhould with 
1 ſe be fer down to the account of this Re- 
igion. They are given not upon the principle 

of Charny ; but entirely upon the account of 
their Proteſhon, and cannot be placed to any 
other charge. I know it will be ſaid, that the 
Contributions, which the poor people pay to- 
wards the ſupport of this Religion, by being gi- 
ven in ſmall ſums, and at regular periods, can 
neither be felt nor miſſed by the giver; that they 
are the ' offerings of a free heart, and therefore 
ſhould not be enumerated in the liſt of Taxes. 
Granting this laſt part to be true, we muſt ſtill 
inſiſt, that all the Motions and Deluſions of the 
Heart, will never ſtand as an Excule for a num- 
ber of Actions. And however inſenſible, the 
drain may be, the amount, in a ſhort time, be- 
comes conſiderable; conſiderable, I mean, when 
you regard the ſtation and the fortune of the 
SGiver. It is no leſs a Tax, though it be volun- 
tary; we pay Taxes for our Luxuries and Fol- 
lies often, which are many times paid without a 
grudging Heart: but they are no leſs Taxes on 
that account; and ſo alſo are thoſe, men pay for 
Religion. But this is not the worſt view, that 
we may take of the Religion of the Methodiſts, 
even in a political ſenſe. This prefeſhon hes, 
beſides all theſe, a baleful influence upon Induſt 
ry. It is a nurſery for Idlenels, and the high 
road often to Beggary. In making this affertion, 
I muſt be underitood to ſpeak in r [ 
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know, you can produce numberleſs Inſtances of 
men in this profeſſion, which I have already al- 
lowed, that are keen, ſharp ſighted in all world- 
ly matters; and underſtand their earthly intereſt 
to a very great degree of perfection. But grant- 
ing all this, the great Mals of the poorer people, 
that attend upon the Methorhſts, contract habits 
of Idleneſs in this very purſuit ; habits that flow 
naturally from this profeſſion, as effects do from 
their cauſes, The e of their meetings; 
the great part of time conſumed in their ſervices ; 
the goſliping part of the after buſineſs; and the 
large acquaintance, they contract in theſe ſocial. 
meetings; the viſits, that they pay and hay? re- 
turned, in conſequence of this large connection, 
all tend to deſtroy the habits of Induſtry, and to 
bring likewiſe additional expences on their vota- 
ries, There are no people, that have ſuch a 
numerous acquaintance as the Methodiſts ; - and 
there are none, who ſpend ſo much time in ſoci- 


ety, Beſides their clubs in Towns and Villages 


where they reſide, you often meet with parties 
of them (trolling into the Country. They have 
generally ſome pretext for their excurſions, viſit- 
ing the Sick, comforting the afflicted, reclaiming 
the wicked and ſortiſying ſome weak Brother. 
It is not barely the gifted member, that goes on 
this Buſineſs, but he commonly travels in a kind 
of ſtate, accompanied with a body guard, and 
there are always found a ſufſſicient number of 
volunteers for this Service; {or on ſuch occali— 
ons, there is generally tolerably good living. 


| Habits of this kind of Strolling and Goſſiping, 


Once 
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once contracted, are not eaſily laid down; they 
find it much more agreeable to pray or to attend 
prayers, than to follow their uſual Trades, or Oc- 
cupations ; eſpecially in a cauſe where they them» 
ſelves are in no great danger of prelent ſtarving, 
You may eaſily gueſs the ſituation of Families, 
when the Heads find it convenient to betake them» 
ſelves to ſuch Services. I hey do not always fare 
ſo well as their principals. They muſt either be 
halt (ſtarved or have recourſe to a pariſhallowance, 
If a Methodiſt have a good Front and a Talent 
for talking, he commences an active member, and 
' ſoon finds enough of employment. But if he is 
not fortunate in riſing to ſome ſtation, to which a 
Salary is affixed; whatever ſervices he may do for 
his own Soul, and the Souls of others, in the end, 
both he and his family muſt be thrown upon the 
mercies of the world. It is eaſy to ſee the unhap- 
py effect, chat this Religion has upon the Induſt. 

of the Nation. The Poor are ſeverely taxed, 
whilſt at the ſame time, they are led to negle& 
their uſual Occupations, and incur extraordinary 
expences in their religious Proteſſion. To ſum 
up the whole of this part of the account, it ap- 
pears, I think, very certain, that Society 1s not 
much benefitted by Methodiſm ; it would be well, 
if I could ſay, it was not much injured. . 


Or late years there has been a very general 
Complaint, over every part of the Kingdom, of 
the increaſe of the pariſh poor. To what cauſe 
are we principally to aſcribe this increaſe? There 
are, to be ſure, ha that contribute very con- 


H ſiderably: 


- 
= 


* 
pap 


— - 
a 


— 
4 —_— 


aa. 
2 


——— — * 


T 
- — - _— 


* 
4 
PR 
's 
4 
. 
"1 
+ 
= 
U 
th, 
'y 
a” 
i 
*. 
* 
* 
11 
70 
f 


Seel "X* rr 2 
2 . N > r 2 * 
o 


. 
hderably : the Luxury and Diſſipation of the age; 
the Idleneſs and Extravagance of the lower claſ- 
ſes of mankind; the increaſing diſproportion, be- 


tween tie price of Labour and the neceſſaries of 


Lite; but, perhaps, no cauſe whatever, has a more 

owertul influence, than the increaſe of the Me- 
thodiiis. I have ſh-wn, that this Religion is, in 
the iyi place, a heavy Fax, and, that in the e- 
cond, w encourages Idleneſs; and both of theſe 
contribute to make men poor, and to keep them 
in that ſtate. I would propoſe it then as a ſub- 
Je for inquiry. Have the poor Rates increaſed 
with the iacreaſe of Methodrſm 2 Perhaps upon 
examination they will be found to have kept pace 
with the progreſs of this Religion. And it would 
give this opinion ſome weight, if the rates, in par- 
ticulat places, have correſponded with the pre- 
valence of Methodiſm. This Hint, I only throw 
out, to give to others an warren of directing 
their attentions to this part of the ſubjett. But 
a ſecond queſtion might be propoſed. Have the 
Poor in Scotland, where this Profeſſion has fewer 
votaries, increaſed with that rapidity, that they 
have done in the Southren parts of the Ifland ? 
Whatever be the cauſe, however of this increaſe, 


It begins now to be an evil very alarming, and it 


is the Duty of every good Citizen and Patriot, to 
exert himſelf, in diſcouraging every principle and 
practice, which, whatever be its pretenſions, can 
never be the Child of true Religion, if it encou- 


rages Idleneſs and Diſſipation, theſe great Foes 


* 


to the Peace and Happineſs of Mankind. 
Ad 


60 
Arx the Concluſion of this Review, there are 
ſeveral Reflections that naturally occur. 


FiRs r. The ſtriking marks of Policy, and Art, 
ſo evident in the planning, and ſupport, of this 
Religion, are very unlike the ſimplicity of the, 
Goſpel, and afford occalion for ſulpetting the 
Honeſty and Integrity of their 2 Craft 
and Cunning appear here, but too plainly, ſeizing, 
on the Prejudices and Credulity of the Ignorant, 
and the Weak, in order to raile a monument to 
their Ambition, or to create a Fund for their In- 
| tereſt, Snares are planted all around, and the 
unwary Bud when once caught, will find an 
eſcape mult difficult. For however enthuſiaſtic, 
the Followers may be, the Leaders ſeem pertect- 
ly cool, and collected. There is a Semblance of 
Enthuhaſm, but wary prudence regulates every 
ſtep. Every thing is contrived for enſnaring the 
Credulous. Honeſty, good. Senle, Knowledge 
and Character are — — to this end. The 
ournal of. Mr. W. illuſtrates and confirms this 
Obſervation. You ſee there, a man of good ſenſe. 
and Knowledge, retailing Stories and Anecdotes, 
full of falſehood and abſurdity, and which no man 
of common underſtanding can pollibly ſwallow : 
but they are alli ſo calculated as to ſuit the under- 
ſtanding of his followers, Among the Leaders, 
I know many men of good ſenſe, who would not 
ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed upon by ſuch _ 

rols abſurdities, unleſs their Interclt, or their 
Ambition in ſome meaſure warped their Judg- 
ments. f 
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Tur good and the evil Spirits make a conſpi- 
cuous figure in this work, the one is full of malice, 
and continually employed in wickedneſs, or in 
playing his antick tricks; and the other, perpe- 
twally counteracting his machinations. In this 
Conteſt Mr. W. appears as a powerful and re- 
ſpectable auxiliary. The evil Spirit he checks 
and controuls, and the good he rouſes, by his 


. Vigtlance and ſuperior attention, Theſe are all 


pious Fr:uds, Religion has too often been made 


a Ladder tor the Intereſt and Ambition of men, 


_ Bur ſecondly. Such corruptions of Religion, 
it 15 the duty of every man to unmaſk and * 
for they are dead weights upon the progreſs of 
the Goſpel. What people of common ſenſe 
could ever be prevailed on to believe that a Re- 
ligion, that promotes IIypocriſy, that diſcourages 

irtue, that checks Induſtry, and in many ma- 
terial inſtances injures Society; that requires ſo 
much human policy for its ſupport, and the aid 
of fo much pious Fraud, could ever proceed 
from Heaven and a God of infinite Wiſdom, Ho- 
lineſs and Goodneſs. Men are apt to form their 
firſt opinion of a Religion, not ſo much from its 


original principles, as from the lives and con- 
du 


of its Profeſſors; and ſenſible Heathens or 
Mahometans, ſeeing ſuch forbidding marks in 
thoſe, who pretend to ſo much ſuperior ſanctity, 
will not be diſpoſed to entertaiu a very favour- 
able judgment of that religion ſelf, The lives 
of the primitive Chriſtians were perhaps the 
molt ſuccelstul, evidence for the propagation of 


the Goſpel, 


16386 
Bur theſe corruptions have another unhapf 

Effect. Men will become aſhamed of a Prolet- 
ſion; where the Hypocrite and the Impoitor 
claim ſuch a diſtinguiſhed place. The encou- 
ragement that is given to their ignorant and un- 
principled eachers, brings the character itſelf 
into diſgrace. 


Ar this time ſev-ral Churches are — by 
the Methodiſts, and a great many Dittenting: 
Chapels, and if this Spirit continues, a much great- 
er {hare will fall into the hands of theſe Enthuſi- 
aſts, We may eafily judge then, in what manner 
the beautiful doctrines and precepts of the Goſ- 
pel will be illuſtrated, and with what ſucceſs the 
delence of its 1ruths will be ſupported, againſt 
the attacks and ſneers of Unbelievers. Ignorance 
in every other Proſeſſion becomes diſpicable, 
whilſt perſons poſſeſſed neither of common ſenſe 
nor common decency take upon themſelves, to 
talk upon the moſt intereſting and noble topics 
of the Goſpel, without the leaſt delicacy or atten- 
tion, and meet with every encouragement; as if 
good Senſe and Decorum were required in every 
thing, but Religion. | 


Iv the Revolution of human knowledge and 
Science, the prevalence of this Spirit, and thefe 
doctrines may carry us back to our former reli- 
gious darknets, and involve Chriſtianity in all 
that barbarous and unintelligible Jargon, which 
it required the Labour of ages to remove. | 
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- FuſlrpLyY. Much noiſe and great pretenſions 
throw ſuſpicion on any Character. Religion 
conſiſts not in talking, but in acting; not in ſay- 
ing fine things, but in doing good things. Great 
profeſſions ot Friendſhip are the certain indica- 
tions of a hollow and a falle Heart, and perpe- 
tual talking about Religion, gives cauſe to ſuſpect 
that there 1s ſomething n e wrong in the 
Lite. Ihe good man is modeſt and humble; 
the Hypocrite forward and oſtentatious, the 
good man prays in ſecret, the hypocrite proclaims 
his goodneſs to the world, and does all his works 
to be ſeen of men. Keep a watchful eye over 
him, who profeſſes much and who talks much 
about Religion. 


FouxTuLy. True Religion is perfectly con- 
ſiſtent wich our honeſt Callings, and all lawful 
profeſſions. It interſeres not with any one duty 
in life; but promotes all duties. God is to be 
ſerved by taking care of our Families, as well as 
by praying to him; by doing good and diſcharg- 
ing our duties in life with faithfulneſs and inte- 
grity, as well as by attending Sermons. Our 
Saviour has given us his ſentiments in this point, 
in his uſual ſhort but comprehenſive manner, 
when anſwering the reproaches of the ancient 
Methodiſts, who found fault with him for heal- 
ing a man on.the Sabbath day; *I will have 
mercy and not ſacrifice.” The doing good and 
the being uſeful, He rates higher than all other 
ſervices. Eſtimate your Character, not by the 
number of Sermons you have heard, or the 

"TY x1 | prayers 
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prayers you have attended. Theſe are labours 
not merely uſeleſs, but unpardonable, 1 they cauſe 
you to neglect your Families or your daily labour, 
or if they interfere with any important duty of 
Life. Many run after theſe Exerciſes, from a 
principle of Idleneſs; or to have an excule to juſ- 
tify themſelves for the neglect of the duties of 
their Station or Families, 


Bur laſtly. Let not the good man be too much 
diſcouraged by preſent appearances. The Reli- 
gious Ferment which is now working furiouſly, 
we truſt may end well. Providence may be em- 
ploying this Inſtrument for introducing more 
Knowledge and Virtue among men. II it ſhould 
prove the means of dir-tting the ignorant to ſe- 
rious Enquiry, and rouſing men of virtue and un- 
derſtanding to the defence and ſupport of genuine 
Religion: if it ſhould ſtimulate the Miniſters of / 
Religion, to exert themſelves in recommending / 
the ſublime Doctrines and pure Precepts of the / 
Goſpel, and in adorning them by the Meekneſs/ 
and Innocence of their Lives; this would be the 
way to reſcue the ignorant and deluded from the 
hands of Enthuſiaſts and Impoſtors; and then 
Chriſtianity would become a Light to enlighten 
the Gentiles, the Honour and Ornament of hu- 
man Nature; and the Glory of all its Profeſſors, 
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